
PARTS OF A PARAGRAPH 

TOPIC  
SENTENCE: 

This sentence tells the reader the main idea, or what the  
paragraph will be about. 
Ex: There are several health hazards linked to the eating of  
fast food. 

1st   
SUPPORTING  
SENTENCE: 

This sentence gives specific details relating to the main idea. 
Ex: Eating fast food is linked to a higher risk of obesity,  
depression, and digestive issues.  

2nd 
SUPPORTING  
SENTENCE: 

This sentence gives another specific detail relating to the main 
idea. 
Ex: Also, there is a greater risk of heart disease, type 2  
diabetes, cancer, and early death. 

3rd 
SUPPORTING  
SENTENCE: 

This sentence gives more specific details relating to the main 
idea. 
Ex: Further, research shows that even one fast food meal  
can lead to increased blood pressure, a drop in blood sugar,  
and increased inflammation throughout the body. 

CONCLUSION  
SENTENCE: 

This sentence refers to the topic sentence and sums up the  
main idea of the paragraph. 
Ex: Clearly, eating fast food is an unhealthy habit and  
should be avoided. 
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