
  

 

ANNOTATING TEXTS FOR FURTHER UNDERSTANDING 

When reading a text, think about the following questions: 
 

• Why did the author write the text? 
• What is the author's point?  
• How does the author make that point? 

 
What to Note in the 

Left Margins of the Page: 
What to Note in the  

Right Margins of the Page: 
 
Moments when your reading changes: 
 

• When you see something you didn't see 
before. 

• When you recognize a pattern—images 
start to overlap; phrases recur or repeat; 
some details seem to be associated with 
each other or bring to mind other works. 

• The work suddenly seems to be about 
something different from what you 
thought. 

• You discover that you were misreading. 
• The writer introduces a new idea. 

 
1. Transform the main idea of the 
paragraph or the passage into a question 
that you write. 
 
2. Try to address WH— information in 
your margin questions: 
 

Who? What? When? Where? Why? 
 

3. Underline the answer to the question 
you write in the margin of the text. 
 
4. Mark any definitions of key terms that 
appear. 

 
Text Annotation 2-Step Study Guide: 

 
           1.  Cover the text with your palm or with a sheet of paper, and read your right-hand    
               margin questions.         
               Can you answer them?  If yes, then you have learned the information.   
 
           2.  If no, then peek under the covers to find the answer you have underlined. 
 

Source: Thomas Sadowski, Former Reading Instructor, Allan Hancock College



  

 


