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Our Involvement

Between September 2021 and Spring 2022, COC, through
the International Office, worked with non-profit

or%a nizations to provide ESL resources and trainings for
volunteer tutors to help Afghan refuges across California.

At the beginning of January, 2022, COC was informed that
146 refugees had arrived in SCV. That number was later
expanded to 170+ families throughout 2023.

Our first meeting to coordinate efforts to help the refugee
group in SCV was on 1/19/2022.

Our first public event was on 1/29/2022 at the Islamic
Center of Santa Clarita Valley.

COC ISP coordinated biweekly meetings to organize
resources and donation efforts.






Our Focus in Spring, 202

37 Afghanistan families
Approximately 160-170 people
Spread across 55 hotel rooms

Families were continuously arriving
and are hosted in local hotels within
5 miles of COC’s Valencia Campus.



Our Approach: Afghan Refugee

Support (ARTS)

ISP: Organizer and Coordinator of
Information

* Hosted bi-weekly meetings among
stakeholders in the Santa Clarita Valley

* Provided a summary of the meetings to
members of ARTS, to avoid cross-
purpose and duplicate efforts

* Organized contact information,
resources needed, and donations

m

Key Organizer of Resources:

Weeda Bakhshee

* Connected local organizations with each
other to distribute resources equally
among refugees in the community

* A variety of goods were acquired
through donations from members and
organizations of the Santa Clarita
community.



Objectives & Goals

In Spring, 2022, we focused on areas
with the most pressing needs: legal
assistance, housing, and enrollment at
College of the Canyons.

Enrollment Goals/Accomplishments:

* Spring 22: 15 students (we surpassed
it with 22 students in 46 NC classes.)

e Summer 22: 25 students
* Fall 22: 30 students
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Continued Efforts and Donations

How We Have Helped:

* In Spring, 2022, 22 refugees enrolled in a total of 46 Donations: As Coordinated by Weeda
classes at College of the Canyons. Two students obtained _ .
their AA in Spring 2024. e $6,000 from the COC Foundation to obtain

« Weekly Enhglisflmzcopvr?rskaﬁion circles hwelr_le helld tg help laptops for COC students
| thai : ills, tt t . S -
Izrgggr?,vfor férwé‘eglli. SKifis, one at the fotetandone over 25 bikes for COC students and those with jobs

Once enrolled, students had access to resources like  Kitchen equipment, such as blenders, vegetable
BaNC, vouchers, and free textbooks. peelers, frying pans, dough bowls, pressure
e International Center for Sustainability was equipped cookers, thermos, tea kettles and more
[ rayer rugs for students’ needs. .
* Clothing

* College of the Canyons’ Islamic Cultural Society provided

a safe space and guidance for refugees. - Blankets and other newborn goods
* A community event was organized to help refugees _ .

celebrate Ramadan. * Sewing machines
* Identified emergency funds for disbursement to those  Grocery carts

enrolled at COC.















Entities Involved

COC:

N

Non-Credit
CalWorks

BaNC
Volunteers Bureau
TLC

Campus Safety
Financial Aid
COC Foundation
IT

12



Needs Beyond COC

Legal services

Housing

Dedicated volunteers to become a
family’s main support system

Access to Halal food products

Grocery card donations



Articles About Our Efforts

* “Islamic Center of Santa Clarita Hosts

Workshop For Recently Placed Afghan
Refugees”, KHTS

e “Santa Clarita Businesses, Community

Members Join Forces To Aid Afghan
Refugees”, KHTS

* “Groups help Afghan refugees settle
in SCV”, TheSignal

e “LDS church collects donations for
Afghan refugees”, TheSignal



https://www.hometownstation.com/santa-clarita-latest-news/islamic-center-of-santa-clarita-hosts-workshop-for-recently-placed-afghan-refugees-404140
https://www.hometownstation.com/santa-clarita-news/community-news/santa-clarita-businesses-community-members-join-forces-to-aid-afghan-refugees-407196
https://signalscv.com/2022/01/groups-help-afghan-refugees-settle-in-scv/
https://signalscv.com/2022/02/lds-church-collects-donations-for-afghan-refugees/
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What About Now? The Efforts Continued \

In 2024, the Afghan Refugee Team Support (ARTS) was the base of a leadership
training project (LEAP) that later developed a New Comers project with a business
plan.

The project is now the Refugee Assistance Program under the International Services
& Programs (ISP) that provides resource assistance for academic acculturation,
admissions, and enrollment.

: In collaboration with International Rescue Committee (IRC), in the
weekend of August 16-17, COC will host 40 teenage girls on campus for a Digital
Literacy Discovery journey to provide hands-on activities on the basics of computer
and digital literacy, as well as to fashion a college-going culture.
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Thank You.

International Services & Programs
(661) 362-3580
isp@canyons.edu

www.canyons.edu/isp
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