
Revolutionizing Career Advancement
Through Community College Baccalaureate Degrees at AVC



OVERVIEW OF THE ANTELOPE VALLEY
Briefly: 
• High Desert North East of Los Angeles
• Diverse population
• Few educational opportunities

Major Industries:
• Aerospace
• Health Care

Solution:
• Airframe Manufacturing Technology 

Baccalaureate Degree
• Baccalaureate Degree in Respiratory 

Care



Critical Issue #1: Aerospace Valley Workforce 
Needed

Meeting Needs of Industry

• Antelope Valley is known as the 
“Capital of Aerospace”

• All major companies reside in the 
AV, as well as Edwards Airforce 
Base

• The challenge was to meet the 
needs of the local companies with 
a knowledgeable and skilled 
workforce

Worked with Industry Partners

• Developed curriculum in 
collaboration with industry 
partners

• Identified needed skills

• Created a pipeline from skills 
development to career

• Accreditation Board for 
Engineering & Technology (ABET) 
recognized by Lockheed Martin
• Will reimburse employees for degree







Critical Issue #2: Respiratory Care Workforce 
Needed

Meeting Needs of Industry 

• A growing workforce shortage
• 27.8% projected growth by 2028

• Shifting industry expectations
• Only 6% of current RT graduates 

hold a bachelor’s degree though 
hospitals are moving towards it 
being minimum standard

• Impact of the workforce gap
• Limited access to care

 Worked with Industry Partners 

• Developed curriculum with input 
from hospitals and healthcare 
leaders

• Removed barriers by being fully 
online

• AS-to-BS pathway to ensure a 
seamless transition for students 
advancing from an associate 
degree
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